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Coronavirus pandemic

Coronavirus: New facility at Changi to
house 1,700 more recovering cases
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First batch of patients transferred over at Changi Exhibition Centre

Kok Yufeng  (mailto:yufengk@sph.com.sg)
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Patients stay in tents with partitioned rooms (above), each with eight to 10 beds, fans, power sockets, storage cabinets
and Wi-Fi access. Apart from mobile diesel generators that power the new facility, solar panels will provide 20 per cent
of projected energy consumption. ST PHOTOS: ONG WEE JIN
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Changi Exhibition Centre has treated more than 6,000 Covid-19 patients since it was turned into a community care

facility about a month ago, with more patients on the way.

A newly built community recovery facility erected at its outdoor area will house a further 1,700 recovering cases. The

40,000 sq m complex was built in two weeks and received its first batch of 100 patients on Thursday.

This makes Changi Exhibition Centre the first integrated community care and recovery facility. The aim is to allow for a

smoother patient experience and a more efficient administration.

The facilities share Mandarin Oriental Singapore as the managing agent, Raffles Medical Group as the healthcare

provider, as well as food, pest control and security vendors.

Temasek Club general manager Teo Cheng Leong, who is on the security committee, said putting the facilities together

is "a strength".

"(The patients) know our rules, what our facilities are like, so when they are transferred to the recovery facility, they are

already prepared."

The authorities pledged in April to add 23,000 more beds for patients. This included increasing the 2,000 bed spaces

for recovering patients, which are mostly in military camps, to more than 10,000 by the end of this month.

The new recovery facility currently takes in Changi Exhibition Centre patients who remain well after Day 14 of illness

and do not require medical care. They will be taken to the recovery area by bus to ensure they remain isolated, and

about 500 have moved over.

Like the care facility, the recovery amenity has three zones. Green is for work and rest areas, yellow is a transition area

for staff, food and supplies, and red is for patients and restricted to authorised people wearing personal protective

equipment.

Patients stay in tents with partitioned rooms, each with eight to 10 beds, Wi-Fi, power sockets, fans and storage

cabinets.

Singapore Discovery Centre executive director Joseph Tan, who chairs the facility's infrastructure committee, said:

"The breeziness of this area is quite unique and in the design of the tents and the infrastructure, we tried to allow for

the optimisation of such natural ventilation. Depending on the situation, we have no problem running this place for a

year."
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NATURAL VENTILATION

The breeziness of this area is quite unique and in the design of the tents and the

infrastructure, we tried to allow for the optimisation of such natural ventilation. Depending on

the situation, we have no problem running this place for a year.

MR JOSEPH TAN, who chairs the facility's infrastructure committee.
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